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would yield two parts to his wife — great pets of hers they were, too, and one of them being Lady Macbeth, I would of course be grateful to have it taken off my hands, while Julia, in " The Hunchback," had really come to be considered, in Cincinnati, as Miss Johnson's special property — Miss Rachael Johnson being the stage name of Mrs. Macaulay.
Had he asked two parts in the first place I would have granted them, but now my blood was up (on paper, mind you), and with swift decision I boldly threw the engagement up, declaring I would be the leading woman or nothing. For, you see, I had been in the frying-pan of one family theatre all my dramatic life, and I was not willing to throw myself at once into the fire of another one.
The next letter contained a great surprise: a couple of signed contracts and a pleasant request for me too to sign both and return one immediately. Then the writer quite gently regretted my inability to grant his request, but closed by expressing his respect for my firmness in demanding my rights; and straightway I signed my first contract; went out and mailed one copy, and when I returned I had made up my mind to take the great risk — I had decided that my mother should never again receive commands from anyone. That my shoulders were strong enough to bear the welcome burden, and so we would face the new life and its possible sufferings together — together, that was the main thing.
As I stood before the glass, smoothing my hair, I gravely bowed to my reflection, and said: " Accept my congratulations and best wishes> ' Wood's leading* lady/ " and then fell upon the bed and sobbed, as foolish nerve-strained women will; because, you see, the way had been so long and sometimes so hard, dear Lord! so hard, but by His mercy I had won one goal — I was a leading woman!
And then began my good-by to the city that I loved. I had lived in so many of its streets; I^had attended so